
Over the years, the zoo has 
grown and improved into an 
AZA-accredited zoo with over 
100 animals. This designation 
means that the zoo is 
evaluated every 5 years by 
recognized experts in the zoo 
�eld and is measured against 
the established standards 
and best practices of the zoo 
profession, placing the 
Central Coast Zoo in the top 
10% of zoos in the country.
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Have you ever seen the animals around 
Atascadero that Charles Paddock used to rescue?

If you do see them, keep your distance—
they're wild, and only trained experts should approach!
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a county park ranger
was started in 1955 by
The Central Coast Zoo
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